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Taxila Inscription of the year 136

By RAMAPRASAD CHANDA

IR JOON MARSHALL'S interpretation of ayasa in the
Taxila silver scroll inseription of the year 156 as *" of
Azes " has been the subject of adverse criticism: by sore of
the most eminent antiquarians since the publication of the
record in 1914. The latest is by Professor Sten Konow in
the Epigraphia Indica, xiv, p. 236. Professor Konow
revives two of the ohjections to Sir John’s explanation :
(1) “ the word (ayasa) could hardly be the name of a king,
hecause no roval title 13 used ”; (2) “if wwsa were really
the name of a king, it would place the inscription in the reign
of this king, who would then most likely have to be identified
with the Khushana mentioned in 1. 3. I hope to chow e
this note that these ohjections are not as insuperable as thev
are supposed to be.

(1) Professor Konow says: * The abscuce of every royal
designation 18 so extraordinary that I think we must abandon
Sir John's explanation of the word ayasa altogether.” If
the assumption on which the second ohjection is based wors
correct, if the explanation of ayasa in the sense of *“ of Azes ™
would place the inscription in the reign of Azes himself,
the absence of the royal designation could justify the total
rejection of Sir John's explanation. DBut if ayasa may mean
““ of (the era of) Azes " and not * (during the reign) of Azes ™,
why ghonld the omission of roval designation in the year 136
of the era of Azes, so long after his death, and probably
some time after the destruction of the Saka-Parthian d vnasty
by the Kushans, be considered *“so extraordinary ” 7  In
the inscriptions dated in the Gupta and Saka eras the usual
practice, of course, 1 the addition of a roval title with the
terms Gupta and Saka. But the omission of such title is not
also uncommon (see Kielhorn's Northern List, appended to

https://www.jstor.org/stable/25209621?seq=1#page scan tab contents
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Horus Attis  Krishna Dionysus | Mithra | Jesus

Born on 25" Dec X X X X X
Virgin Birth X X X X X X
Sign— Star in the East X X X
Adorned by 3 Kings X X
Teacheratage 12 X X X
Started Ministry at age 30 X X
Twelve disciples X X X
Travelled with disciples X X X X X
performing miracles

Known as e.g. The Truth, The X X X X
Light, God's Shepherd

Betrayed X X
Crucified X X X
Buried for 3 days X X X X
Resurrected X X X X X X

a1l 54 5 STn Y5 Dionysus (35 sl A1 G el 3 ga g Lyl JaaDl
S (Sl AW e 3K a38Y1) ST G A0 ¢ ISY) (5 ye guall el
Dionysus sl (s Lilas 4y 8 45, yhay 4l yull 23 & dan) (50

The Semitic moon god Su'en/Sin is in origin a
separate deity from Sumerian Nanna, but from the
Akkadian Empire period the two undergo
syncretization and are identified. The occasional
Assyrian spelling of DNANNA-ar PSu'en-e is due
to association with Akkadian na-an-na-ru
“illuminator, lamp", an epitheton of the moon god.
The name of the Assyrian moon god Su'en/Sin is

usually spelled ag PEN.ZUJ or (h*8im)5 simply
with the numeral 30, (cuneiform: = PXXX).[Z]
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the word "Orthodox" itself, a union of Greek orthos ("straight",

"correct", "true", "right") and doxa ("common belief", from the
ancient verb dokéw-6o0k® which is translated "to believe", "to

"think", "to consider", "to imagine", "to assume)

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Eastern Orthodox Church

i g © ix55) il Ortho (a8 ) Gm (53551 S 555

(0 ey ¢ g ¢ Sk 1 ints) Gli il doxa &alS + (hda



https://www.almaany.com/ar/dict/ar-ar/%D8%A3%D8%B1%D8%B3/
https://www.almaany.com/ar/dict/ar-ar/%D8%A3%D8%B1%D8%B3/
https://www.almaany.com/ar/dict/ar-ar/%D8%A3%D8%B1%D8%B3/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Eastern_Orthodox_Church

u\da @M\wmﬂm\wwj\j\wj\wﬁg\hhﬂ\orthod.ASu\Lg\
wm\j‘;\;cﬂ\ﬂ%‘ﬁ\@me é\;ﬁ\\_\)mc‘;mé\_\usdyj\é\.‘ds

Crinn HY " Jadly paadai ) Cppassall Cim s O (g ¢ Apnpana e 5 S8 Cana gl
@uoﬂw\u)ﬂ\w UMJY‘"M‘)’A‘MSM@M‘ch;\AMMH

Q#ij‘ﬁ\ﬁuﬁ\@uo\é\

sl Arsaces (w dwsiiie Aal a3 ARSACIDS = Liayl () samsy i ) of s
“iany 22535 () Arad AalS ae Ly )y Lladl Gy AaS a5 ¢ agSsle U
o a1 1 o s Lesie adf ol ¢ 3 ul) cdleall S e Jailly
s peila Gl Ull Qieﬂb@u‘jﬁjcémwwojﬁumhﬂh
omba¥) ol Gl eal s Jesall 8 ad Ll a8 A (o s ¢ A 5 )Y

Ly A A G gl e 9138 JS dan s " e " duadd e e 03
abira SN ¢ daul Gl g Al dia il o AadSl alli o ey ¢ o 51 )Y
His father's name is given as "Ammonius" 4l O\ oall 5 o <l sl
a4l S Jla 8 J V) dansd 4l e Y18 @l eall ol Gy (3 anl

il Ada (A5 40U gal) 4D (e s )T 22y Ammonius aY) cguﬁjy\
L oY o gmiiall el G (A eds did Baadd and (e Al y
¢ Ay S aa 5 & lsa (B Jeaall s Loe 5 T aul) 8 S 4 e e OIS
A gl Jal gh 5 Al Adsall gy JAIS) B e A M A" Akl s

Lia (pag ¢ olind (8 400 Ll Al sall /sy gl gmna 4l (IS ¢ Al
e e pusa)l o933 O i ¢ WA laie el g8 oy o 4l G S

8 A SV o and il el saa) (1 el o jla) ¢Sy & jaiSuY)
Ll el a1 a3 b el ) 4 Haiu) s g 3aae (e A s ¢ Ll dau




MASSAGETAE
-2,
Qoe .

%_ SOGDIANA

)
°+6 :
)

- . . e
Maracanda’ g
e

57

| : o o

ARIASPI i = |
Alexandria, . ; 7
: in Arachosia ; _aw® .
w1 e ’
Za : g “Alexandria s
Wiy S & //7’ on the Indus S8
N T S :
‘GEDROSIA 7/, [ &
g e 7 ‘( 47

“v' \'\
. Patala
. o

A s
!
i) INDIA

RO \ G = K
e o anand

oy
Alexandria o
?»"xiq;‘»,’ {
V / » g
e Cities founded by Alexander o *4 %

éd\}@MLJmY\Aw@\Sgﬂ\ ud.d\ C.my@u\'é)}saﬂ
o) Gy et S s gl Ll 3 e (5 AT e aa i g ¢ s
DB 5 pe Jie Ay S ja g Ardt ) e Leiag

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Alexandria on the Indus?fbclid=IwAR01rTH1VWZZpEsN4FPVVjss7xE4six20
0QoBvnnxl2ev2YMpbZCuzeQOEQ#/media/File:AlexanderindiaMap.jpg

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List of cities founded by Alexander the Great

SOl Al & Let g e DY) a3 Al V) (s

CulS Cadial 3 A0 aul s ¢ A s )V o ansd A3 aa 55 (S ol ail Lale

das Adaa a8 IS U G L) (s Aol ¢ Aol ) 3l Gl 5 da gaall
Oy pet A paiuY) (e g s e V3 25a 5 a8 ) ¢ pusaa 153580 Al agll
A s saall il a1 g e LS Lol cagld g saall (arinad)

st g ¢ a3 Aaad Al A pall e 58 e Jgeaall et Y] A el
ire Lo 48 yra Jglain 1A] ¢ 208K A8y Ldl jaa Vg L saaaa jie Auadd
Zaradustra s/ S laY) sy LJLge ¢ 4513 Al


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Alexandria_on_the_Indus?fbclid=IwAR01rTH1VWZZpEsN4FPVVjss7xE4six2o0QoBvnnxI2ev2YMpbZCuzeQ0EQ#/media/File:AlexanderIndiaMap.jpg
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Alexandria_on_the_Indus?fbclid=IwAR01rTH1VWZZpEsN4FPVVjss7xE4six2o0QoBvnnxI2ev2YMpbZCuzeQ0EQ#/media/File:AlexanderIndiaMap.jpg
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_cities_founded_by_Alexander_the_Great

Aanill = WadY) daly Jay ydtra oY) (e adada Al

Avestan -ustra with dotpov astron (star)

Vi) dad 8 4slasiin ac) 8 (i) Can Lalai dane je 568 § Caall Ll
5 ) AlS (ge e 43) ()5 88 (5 Zara anY) e JsY) e 5a

A ) (e (Ada g pall UL 358 5 (und 5) Mo s 3 AalS A i A glae 2ie
1o liadl) daa am il A e fins A

X Text B Documents
LANGUAGE ARABIC PERSIA v s PERSIAN ARABIC ENGLIS v
o3y X VAP PG * ¢
najmat almasa
\lj 4/5000 v ) |_|:]

Synonyms of s 4 )

Noun
3oa 3l S S oo le V) el dans
5 3l (S 6S an o L) Aad (e o) ) ) an A jaldl dea il (o (4
Zarathushtra Spitama s Lud¥) & <l ) 51 JalSl) ol

¢ Spitama 4lS 4auiad g3l L

U s b ATl e o |l Ailaie a6 L ASLe 8 "Ly 55 3" AL
¢ Opibulal) oS (e y B0 )9 A5 )L Ay ) shal yaaW) (e ) AL ) (8 LgtaSa
AL Lol Lple o giSa ASLall @lli Clae ¢ Lgdian Cpiliiall oy jla



bt ¥ Culbia § ) Coja Cus SZENOBIA < 5iSe 4SL) ol Jaadle g LS

ialS Cua Septimia Zenobia <ila shaall 8 SLlS Lean) ALl el

I i) e duac 4. a4 Septimia

CBlee (A S Al WS Cubia o a8 Septimia 2 S ) s Uil
dralald = dpadad = L ptimia Be 58 dall () <5 Ly 63 ) 4SLall

Cadal ) (a.m\ c_e-°‘ 33 g gall Spitama A € o )4l Septimia PN
dadald = acdad :pitama):m.mﬁ\.@_)éSJ\L_hJ;éLJedc die g

CS S and = (6K A el LadW) A2 (e ddan 51 DalS il ) ) ausl o (5
dalald 3 ya 3

Sena iy Aallil Gy joa ad 5o o)y ) dakali
et ki ol o

© s dndi " e e Y giie el Gl ) 8 e
¢ Q) » Jaaal) (8 and Ul

¢« Loy sl sl (A

¢« ol B

¢ PS8y Al die

¢« Lk ag )l e

«(J:H.A»u-u)ﬁ\i\cj



¢« oy &l die
cc«)ﬁga»cd)'l\&cj
¢ Sl oy Aduall die
¢ Cows ) () die
(K Osae » gk e
¢ e » @l die
¢« B oY) die
«Ug@i:»@idicj

L)
(@ b

gl 5 ¢ 48 yiia (Slal 5 8a0wa oy )) 53y 35 Sihe dpad s o L) dpadd
C\M\;Wngwmm%ﬂcB)ﬁﬁMdb)uyjm

sy il yua Chinvat Bridge = (ses (o0 aseie 2 5 LindY) i
o seie oo Lalai Gillaty 52 5 ¢ Aaall W) Juall #1551 o_und (21 3y ylall iay
pahlavi dictionary 4 slell all) (s a8 85 ¢ QDY) (& aiiiisdl) Lol yuall

¢inwad

| W(OIW G 2, 113, 3 5 Chinvat 4a

Lol gty 4 sll) & sl Gy g ¢ Slonll el (e T8 Ll 8 cilalSY)
Sl Ca aa



Aramaic "~ Parthian | Persian -~ Psalter 1 Book
' (alep)* A
b (bét)

N
7 -
g (gimel) A -~
d(dalety Y 7
h (hé) N o+
w(wiw) ) 0,
2 (zayin) J )
hhey  J)
t (t21) O
y (vod) A
k (kap) Y
I (larned) (ﬁ

TwomRe-nmdwy e

m (m&m)
n (niin)

s (samck)

: IO

“("ayin)
P (pe)
s(sade) Y | 4
q (45p) P
r (res) 7
s (sfin) N
t (tdw) ﬁ

= ‘I'he under- and over-lining of letters in Semitic transcription indicates a fricative pronuncia-
tion, dleph, béih, crc,

A B S gl i
o

i
3
=

S LY L TR oy -y 7

2. | a2
P

O i i ¢ 05 hath Laaaal O iy Y AR 8 Galliie 5l 5 3 oa dsa g
@) Pl o jn e 3 slendl) S A P iy o Sl (ga e sl
= ) sl Gl y 2l = Al (ghai g LS (5 AT A8 HlaS (s 8

s Ww(onw e

chipad not chinwad



A 5 gl 8 53 emiial) LS gla ) ALSIIS Ll
Jiw W C
¢inwad W (0)\\" g

WA Gaas ¢ oss Gl s W Ladas cpdliiall ol gl 8 s 351 4K (o JaaDlid
P Ll (3l A ) 3 O s

29033 an yiall ol 8 LS JIl)

G L gh s ol (3hati Ll 3 Ada gy ye ol dpaii s AalSH Y1 3haill o
(0l Gl g Baal 5 5l 5) A slel) AalSl) & Caja RIS

& sl @lld (g pudyg ¢ il Ll cansd OIS (oamana seall Sl il A UL
1] 4 e 3aly

Gob clin) 5 " jaall (41) i fle Sl 13 JE " A aa g A
"o anl o) Lty ¢ A 50 A el A9 0" e ALK (S g il e
ZON > B DN U [P TO P I Y L N EPWRE PN VPR

LY 8" e Al Glld Jray ¢ agiivadd) Tl peal) iad s LY 853 93 e
AT ine sl s L) = "o datt it 2 0

alina el "L Caat il " RS o Jy ¢ LAl L dai gl A
dadal 1588 o8 "Ll Jang 1385 ¢ 315l ol Qi) 8 5 Vi) 8
t_h.ud\))

o) ) dakald ae 4l L) 8 (o sleall cuial ) ) ansl (8 Alae 2 5a g9

o andi s Ll 4ds s cadinl ) ol S Jlaial aa g 43l (g



Al 5) xie 5 ¢ Priapatius s& 45 L) ADL 8 calil L el and of Js
aal g8 Ly ¢ L G = Sy Priapat OsSs anY) (e 4l sl das3U)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Priapatius L‘SLJ LS "ggc" 4"1-‘“-“"

A e dga g al y ¢ an) 13 AL 2a 68 Y A3 ASE Cople Gl )l (IS e
A8 jlaall Adg pma e g dand &g Gule Eleatics ) o (oo 0l
Sl 5 g 8 N 3 s ) "o S 5 5 ) (S Y ek
47 ) 5580 S A) &5l L S L) A) Gale & 1531 QS ) S8
L\SJ.\UX}‘\.L).\MJJ.L\&_\L%Y\ ces‘).c&_\\_xsu.«sdbu.ulcj cu.ds@)\).a\ﬁ\ t_ﬂ..\S
AA@.\ADJ}AJU\)SS\ .odjay(uﬁlc)wsu\ﬂﬂ.kse@&cgwé\
ariya desll Lo )8l i giryg GedY) & @ Sh 5 ER AalS Lyl cllia
Lsséjn_w\_\\ jd,g‘juA}aﬂ\‘_;CJM\jAryan Qﬁ)"&d\.c F)Lgrm}
pend) (ool o Ui e s i camang G dl Jadiy (Ao ol I Jina e
clacsl 2al Qi S Lia g cLa.m\ (= éLmAMJSj c_u§\ 9 SN g Arad -Eras
http://www.iranicaonline.org/articles/er-er-mazdesn "L..SJ\" g;“ "L;J‘;"

1 ypaill Gy sl LI Lpans 5 chsips Al a5 "o shall” adally Sllia

06 " sle™ 1 oY 3 e 8 "y el A (3] Al o3 Lad

"ii) ) saill” Loyl ansi o 5 "Alanall" Lpan) Wlla (31 all 8 4000 aa 53
Aalll g ¢ aigll (e Lh s ) i ey plail) aal ¢ (adle diball sda g
"L.);'.’" ij unaHu }&)\ ! ~} O—_I-: MS h}_’w S . S\

https://www.quora.com/In-the-Sanskrit-word-%EQ0%A4%A8%E0%A4%83-what-does-%E0%A4%A8-represent-and-what-does-
%E0%A4%BI%E0%AS5%8D-represent?fbclid=IwAR31NgeGT6x3EUFE ALkiJbyx5XEGenOgmriMZSbLuVkktwlv)789kTIZow

235 Ly kil (Surya: 14‘3&,: STrya) 4alS as g Loayl 4y Sl i
4aigdl Saura I Al B Adala s ¢ A gaig) agae (8 (el 4|

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Saura (Hinduism)?fbclid=IwAR1bHKixN6X4d9KJ02UiaW0OQ3aR7n 8317aYfYi8COEsLUeUes6f8hVCHQQ



https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Priapatius
https://www.iranicaonline.org/articles/er-er-mazdesn
https://www.quora.com/In-the-Sanskrit-word-%E0%A4%A8%E0%A4%83-what-does-%E0%A4%A8-represent-and-what-does-%E0%A4%B9%E0%A5%8D-represent?fbclid=IwAR31NgeGT6x3EuFE_ALkiJbyx5XEGenOqmriMZSbLuVkktwIvJ789kTlZow
https://www.quora.com/In-the-Sanskrit-word-%E0%A4%A8%E0%A4%83-what-does-%E0%A4%A8-represent-and-what-does-%E0%A4%B9%E0%A5%8D-represent?fbclid=IwAR31NgeGT6x3EuFE_ALkiJbyx5XEGenOqmriMZSbLuVkktwIvJ789kTlZow
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Saura_(Hinduism)?fbclid=IwAR1bHKixN6X4d9KJ02UiaWOQ3aR7n_83l7aYfYi8COEsLUeUes6f8hVCHQQ

Dot Lon s B S A o M) gt RS (i 10
1 bal = Guadll slie i =1 3ea i = |y 3ali = " naH Saura”

S Ley ¢ e ind Ll (5 puall Ty 1A 8 " jlai A8
wwﬂyw\o& u\u}\;:\.uml\

Aol A8e agd ud 2igll 8 Squradls () all (8 cplaiall cpdl ) gl

J,.\#J\Suﬁj‘_;\i;hud\}d\ \AAQ:;M\;M"U_\MA@&&JL@MSJ@
Ol & Kirdir

4 Al o8 ¢ Slall Gaald Al 5o ga a8 Al Al lie Cany Juadl
s daa 3 Bl ) Jga ol (Sl s Kirdir e Caoat 38 )i a pal
Concordance of the Four Versions of Kirdir's Inscriptions

(LS (85 a e 4 45 i)

http://titus.uni-frankfurt.de/personal/tjuegel/kirdir.pdf

KSM: inscription Sar-Mashad
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blmny blmny (BI) [... Braman
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Istyd'n [.] klstyd'n Kristiyan
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mktky makdag
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zndyky zandik
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left / Nike standing right, holding wreath and palm frond; monogram below palm. Sellwood 60.5; Shore 329; Sunrise 407.
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https://www.vcoins.com/en/stores/pars_coins/121/product/kings of parthia vonones i circa _ad 812 ar drachm ekbatana
mint/996691/Default.aspx?fbclid=lwAR3bxG4HeatyvmVVvQOnnTZgNI8F99avOUaST3EY6A0S Ofug8610sMmSJU

Al aladin e (& ¢ Al sl an VU 4 61 Ll (2a yidall (e 4l 028
DLl aa Y aladiad Ja b el ¢ dase il Joad Y AlSD 36 )l dpaaY)
A s 4y aa) 5 Caa oLy NASIREY T8 oed 4l 561 il Aoyl
U R G dady ol Al



https://www.vcoins.com/en/stores/pars_coins/121/product/kings_of_parthia_vonones_i_circa_ad_812_ar_drachm_ekbatana_mint/996691/Default.aspx?fbclid=IwAR3bxG4HeatyvmVVvQOnnTZqNl8F99avOUaST3EY6AoS_Ofug861OsMmSJU
https://www.vcoins.com/en/stores/pars_coins/121/product/kings_of_parthia_vonones_i_circa_ad_812_ar_drachm_ekbatana_mint/996691/Default.aspx?fbclid=IwAR3bxG4HeatyvmVVvQOnnTZqNl8F99avOUaST3EY6AoS_Ofug861OsMmSJU

Aa Es Be I Ay €e XKx Ss 337z Hn Li/li

azil bukw  wedé qglagali  dobro esti Ziwete dzglo zemlja iz [
a b W 0 d e Zfzh dz/2 z i i/l
[2] [h] (vl [al (d] (£] (2] [dz/2] (2] [i] (]

ht Kk Aa Ma Hu 00 IIm Pp  Gc TT OVoy§y

gafdiers  kako  ljidije myslite  nasl  ond  pokoji Hici slowo  twrido ukil
i k I ] h 0 t L

p r 5
[g] [kl 01 [m] [OnI] [el [p] [t] [u]

O e Xx Ww Wo Iy YvYy o
sta

frftil fita KET ol tvrido otil Ci Cery i3
f Brthi TAF X any tastw  StishitsSchishoh [ cich gish
[f] [tsBsf]  [¥] [o:] [to:] [[tatf] [t=] (] (Il

b Blul/Blwl e Bt Bn Aa XX AW BFRER

jerll jery jeri jarti ja gsil psil jesd jp=sd
0w ¥ i efje ja Ch] i} jefjg jqij'n"
[~] [¥] (1] L] [ia] (E] (3] [iE] (9]

33 Wy Vv | (M) e Az o

ksi psi iZica ju je: er funknown)
ks ps i ju je " 0

[ks] [ps] [1 ¥] [ju] lig] {silent) {unknown)
* - Rare or archaic forms or letters * - Used in interjections, esp. before vocatives

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Early cyrillic_alphabet.png

"Ll )" A ) ARdlly (Bhaty (5al) Laa g ) anly Aleie Lin 3 jpvan dda ade 2a g
a5 I Gl agial aul (S35 G N O 6l Arad 4ui AaIS a
Jrag s 5 ¢ A sand Jass s 451 O Sie e Ty Gl g ¢ Lyl o
3ads las ja g Dada Tl 4500 Ll Jae g e cdlala 4Dl dpaad

Y L Adliae cilaanly LS Lo i )l Sk o 6 K3 jaaall
I L) sl A ) ati o pal s o A andl 5 4855l 5 Al 5


https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Early_cyrillic_alphabet.png

‘s

Comi L) 2ie A el Gl 2 ga g Ao sl (gale il 2a p da elld S 2ay
€ Jlia 85 ) 5 agS sla sland o) i) CaMA,

D QUS (e cindiall il el o)) e o ela e b ol U
A Dissertation Upon a Parthian Coin, with Characters on the Reverse
Resembling Those of the Palmyrenes

https://books.google.com.eg/books?id=6nRBAAAAcAA)&pg=PA2878&Ipg=PA287&dqg=arabic%20words%200n%20parthian%20coins&source=bl&ots=ZSsAvWbM
Uqg&sig=zSgDW3kTlh1pgvNE3TayFGsNuew&hl=ar&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEw|TpNn jcjdAhVFxIskHeCHBOYQ6AEWCXoECAQQAQ&fbclid=IwAR3ijJ4VMFM1m9oEo42fX
uZTsgv7yb3aHjCVEVEPhA15JKHTVsI3bAv_gOY#v=twopage&q=arabic%20words%200n%20parthian%20coins&f=true

£ v 286 daial)

daa e i€ SAKa N L) co K

cx B EB E

ikl cas e - (A0 L4l - arabic words on parthian coins 1

it may perhaps be allowed, that the two firft words imprefled upon the pofterior
part of this coin were '\519 97N , equivalent to the Hebrew 9130 "]‘7&‘1,

7 BAZIAEYE, METAZ, *or O BAZIAETEZ O METAE, THE GREAT
KING; whichwould anfwer with accuracy enough to the words BASIAEQE 7)
MET AAOT, exhibited by the reverfes of feveral Parthian coins, with complete
‘Greek legends upon'them. Should the ficft letcer be taken for an dleph, the term
“t0 which it belongs would feem to be rather of the Arabic 8) than cither the He-
-brew, Chaldee, or Syriac form. Nor can it be conceived ftrange, if we fuppofe
the piece to have been ftruck at Vologefia, though the Chaldee or Babylonian
dialeft muft have chiefly 9) prevailed there, that this word hould favour fomething

. 4). J. Foy Vaill. vbi fup. p. 321, 322, 365,
aﬁg.ejtllibyi. e ey

§) Vid. Hubertum Goltzium, in Infiler,
Graec. Numifm, Tab. vii. Num. 7, 9. et Tab.
viii. Num. 4 Wile in Nummor. Antiguor,
Scrin. Bodlsian. recendis, Casal, p. §.aliosque
id genus ‘S{ct;ptor‘.”f.a V s

) Plilofoph. Tr, . Vol. xlviii. p. 693,740.

7) De¢ Num, guibufd. Sam. et Pbon. U,
Differs. p. §3. Oxon. 1750. J. Foy. Vaill. ubi
fup. p- 145, 241. et alibi,

8) Val Schind. Lex. Pentaglor. p. 1, 75.

9) That the inhabitants of Vologelia en-

of

jozcd a flourifhing and extenfive commerce,
when this piece was coined, feems toappear,
not only from the fituation of that city, which
ftood at no great diftance from the confines
of Perfia, Arobia, and Mefopotamia, a coun-
try limited by the Euphrates on the fide of
Syria, but likewife from the tenth of Mr.
Dawkins’s Greek Palmyrene infcriptions. It
may therefore be prefumed, that Jews, Per-
fisns, or Parthians, Arabs, Synans, and
people of other nations, reforted thither, in
conliderable numbers, on account of trade.
From whence we may conclude, that the ver-

nacular
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of the Arabic form; as this city, according to 10) Stephanus, as well as Ptolemy,
was feated near the Euphrates, at no great diftance from * the borders of Arabia, ¢ 405,
particularly that province of it going amongft the Orientals under the denomina-
tion of Najd. The con')'eﬂures here laid down, I fay, vpon fuppofition that I
em not mif,\nk:n in the forms of thefe imperfe& charaflers, may perbaps be con-
fidered by the learned as not altogether remote from truth.  And this is all I de-
fire, as I would have no greater {trefs laid upon them than what they will nata-
rally bear.
y4. But though I'am not fo fanguine in relation to the murilated letters juft
touched upon, 1 cannot forbear deelaring myfelf ftrongly inclined to believe, that
the four laft elements on the reverfe of my coin are the very fame with fome of
thofe that have been preferved by the two Roman Palmyrene infcriptions, and that
copied by Mr. Maflon from Sig. Pietro della Valle’s original papers; all which I
have, in the laft volume of the 11) Philofophical Tranfaéfions, endeavoured to ex-
lain. The form of the firft of them, unlefs I am greatly deceived, anfwers ex-
atly to that of the Lamed which occurs in the fecond of 12) the Roman Palmy-
rene inferiptions, and is but litde different from that of the fame element exhibi-
ted by the other. The fecond and fourth of them at 13) leaft spproach extremely
near to the figures of the 4jin and Fod, as they appear in both the Roman Palmy-
rene infcriptions.  And that the third of them is of a form fimilar to that of the
Schin , or Sin, prefented to our view by Sig. Pietro della Valle’s 14) *infcription,* $99.
feen afterwards by fome Englifh travellers at Teibe, as well as by the fecond Ro-
man Palmyrene one, will, I ?crﬁl‘ade myfclf‘, {carce admis of any doubr. Now that

the Greeks fometimes reprefented 4jin, and 1§) particularly the Syriac Ajin, or
4e, by their Gamma, is very well known ; and that the two powers of the 4jin, one
of which was equivalent to this day acknowledged by the Arabs, who ftill exprefs
them by their lctrers Ain and Gain, the latter of which correfponds with G, is roo
16) apparent to ftand in nced of any kind of proof. From whence we may con-
clude, thar the elements I am now conflidering, together with the initial letter de-
faced by the injuries of time, and the vowels which they virtually contained, pro-
bably formed the word BOLOGASHI, BOLOGASI, BOLAGASI, or VOLOGESI,
varying only in termination from the Greck BOAATACOT, and the Latin VO-

LOGESIS; the former of which fo frequently accurs upon the Parthian coins,
That

necular tongue of the Vologefisns was not  30) Stephanus Byzant. De Prbib. Prol.
improbably a mixture of Hebrew, Perfian, Geogr. Lib. v, ¢. 20.

or Porthian, Arabic, Chaldee, and Syriuc. 18) Phiofoph, Trenfadl. Vol. xlviii. p 732
Hence it might come to pafs, that the two 757

firft words of this legend were neither pure 12) Philofoph. Tranfa8. Vol. xlviii. Tab, xxx.
Hebrcw, Arabic, Chaldee, nor Syriac; bot 13) 1bd.

received o tinftore from moft, if not every 14 Ibid. |

one, of thofe languages, or dialels, Dawk. 15) Boch. Chaw. Lib. IL cap, xii. P 824
Inf ripr. Graec. Pdwyren. Iofeript. x. Cheift.  Francofurti ad Moen, 31681,

Cellar. Geograph. /ur-ge Lib. iti. ¢ xvi. Phrlo- 10) Vid. Erpen. Gram. Arab.

Jope. Tranjalt. Vel. xlviiie Tub. xxvii. ;
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Pali samana has been suggested as the ultimate origin of the word Evenki caman
(saman) "shaman", possibly via Middle Chinese or Tocharian B; however, the
etymology of this word, which is also found in other Tungusic languages, is
.(controversial (see Shamanism § Etymology
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Ch’oe Nam-son (1890-1957) and Yi Niinghwa (1868-1945), known to be
the most influential nationalist scholars, laid the foundations of the study
of Korean shamanism and established the resilient notion of shamanism
as the repository of Korean culture. In 1927, Ch'oe contributed “Notes on
Shamanism” (Salman’gyo ch’agi)'” and Yi “Treatise on Korean Shamanism”
(Choson musokko) to a special issue of Enlightenment (Kyemyong)." As
indicated by the theme expressed in the subtitle, literature on an old reli-
gion (kogyo munhon), they approached shamanism as an ancient religion
and based their studies on literary research.

Well versed in Chinese classics and exposed to Japanese and Western
scholarship during his study at Waseda University, Ch'oe used his writ-
ings largely for political purposes in response to the colonialist construc-
tion of Korean history. In his two related articles, “Notes on Shamanism”
and “The Theory of Purham Culture” (Purham munhwaron), published
in the same year (1927), he located the importance of shamanism in its
assumed status as the origin of Korean and Northeast Asian religion,
characterizing it as a grand abstraction. Like the Japanese scholars Ayu-
kai Fusanosin and Torii Ryuzo, Ch'oe referred to Korean shamanism as
salman'gyo—salman is a Tungusic word for “shamans” and kyo the Sino-
Korean word for “religion”—indicating by the use of the term that he dealt
with shamanism as “a distinct religion” (Sorensen 1995, 340). Setting his
gaze on Manchuria, which he argued was the central stage of Korea’s past,
he introduced an exotic view of shamanism irrelevant to contemporary
local practice.
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“Musok” is often translated into English as “Korean shamanism.” The use of
the term “shamanism” to refer to Korean musok first appeared in late
19"century writings in English by Westerners. ° Ch'oe Nam-Sén (1927)
incorporated the term “shaman” into his Sino-Korean writings about musok,
calling it salman ‘gyo (E#§#; shaman religion). Many scholars (Korean and non-
Korean) continue to use the term “shamanism” to refer to the Korean
indigenous religion.

> Boudewijn Walraven (1998:62) traces the first use of “shamanism” for the Korean “mudang
creed” to an anonymous author in the Korea Repository published in 1895 by missionaries.
Walraven (1998:72 n. 25) also mentions that Landis had used the term “shamanism” in his
article published in 1895.

® In his most recent publication, Cho Hung-youn uses the term “mu” interchangeably with
“Korean shamanism” (1999).

7 Although Kim T’aegon used the terms musok and mugyo, Chang Soo-Kyung, who translated
Kim’s work into English after Kim’s death, replaced them with mu and muism.

Although Korean musok shares much of the belief system and rite techniques
of “classic” Inner Asian shamanism, many features of musok are distinctive,
prompting many scholars to prefer terms like mu (Cho Hung-youn [Cho Hiing-
Yun] 1990),° musok (folk practice of mu: Kim T’aegon 1991, 1998;” Kim In-Hoe
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Crowned bust of king right, with crescent forehead ornament and hanging ribbon ends

"bull" tamgha at right,

Brahmi legend at left: shabi, at aght: mebama |
Fire altar, flanked by armed attendants
Weight: 3.22 gm, Diameter: 28.5 mm., Die axis: 3 o'clock
Ref: G6bl —- (similar to G&bl 74)

Crowned bust of king right, with crescent forehead ornament and hanging ribbon ends
"bull" tamgha at right,
Brahmi legend at left: shabi, at aght: mebama /|

Fire altar, flanked by armed attendants

Weight: 3.15 gm, Diameter: 29 mm., Die axis: 3 o'clock
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>+, Weight: 9.22 gm. Diameter: 27-28 mm Die axis: 11 o'clock
/"5 Zeus standing left, holding sceptre, Greek legend around:
: BAXIAEQY. BAXIAEQN METAAOY / MAYOY
Winged Nike standing right, holding wreath and palm, monogram at righ
Kharoshthi legend around: rgjatirajasa mabatasa | moasa
Reference: MIG 6992, Sen 1.2T

Weight: 2.27 gm. Diameter: 17-18 mm Die axis: 11 o'clock

Zeus standing left, holding sceptre, Greek legend around:
BAYIAEQY. BAYXIAEQN MET'AAQY / MAYOY

Winged Nike standing right, holding wreath and palm, monogram at righ
Kharoshthi legend around: rgjatirajasa mahatasa | moasa

Reference: MIG 7002, Sen 1.2D
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