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The Media of the Iragi Communist Party during the period of armed
struggle 1979-1989

ABSTRACT

The coalition between the Iragi Communist Party and the Baath Arab
Socialist Party, Iraq's ruling party, collapsed in early 1979, after lasting
for more than five years, which made the Iraqgi Communist Party move
to the side of opposition and adopt the armed struggle as the main
strategy of strife. The transfer of the communist party to the opposition
was accompanied by founding the partisan factions (the Peshmerga) in
Iraqi Kurdistan. This change of the party’s policy was accompanied by a
change in its media discourse and a change in the forms and means of
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this new media. In order to define this media this study titled(the Media
of the lragi Communist Party during the period of armed struggle
between 1979 _1989), was written in five chapters each of which is
enhanced with schedules, appendixes and forms of analysis to address

and define the issue of the Media of Iragi Communist Party.

Chapter One: This chapter includes the methodological framework that
contains the importance of the study, which reveals a neglected and
forgotten media experience that has never been highlighted and which
the researcher believes will enrich the Iraqgi and Arabic library with its
subject matter and will help research organizations, scientific and
academic, in their future studies, as well as those who are interested in
the affairs of political parties, the media and the resistance. In order to
reach clear answers to the questions raised by the study, the researcher

has put the following objectives:

First: to make known the media of the Iragi Communist Party during the
time of the study, what are the subjective and objective reasons that
stood behind the appearance of this media? Who are those who were in

charge of it? What public it was aimed at?

Second: to reveal it was a diversified media, readable, audible and
direct, and that it was not restricted to Arabic language only, but also
the Kurdish language.

Third: to reveal the extremely difficult circumstances, security,
geography and climate circumstances, under which this media was
operating, especially the media of the inside, with its both sections, the

central media and the media of sectors.

Fourth: to reveal of the echo of that media and whether it was clearly
tangible under the pressures and challenges imposed by conditions of
security, the terrorism of the state’s security apparatus and the isolation

of the partisan movement inside border sites.

The time and place limits of the research started when the researcher
began collecting the materials of his study, since the first months of
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2010, hoping he would complete the research at the end of 2012. The
period covered by the research is the decade extending from 1979 to
1989, i.e., the period the Iragi Communist Party adopted the choice of
armed struggle. As for the place, the researcher has visited a lot of cities
and capitals in a number of countries, to collect materials that will help
him completing his research. The main place of research was Kurdistan,
where the sites of the partisans were located, and where the inner
media was active with its both sections, the central media and the media
of the partisan sectors, as well as Beirut and Damascus, where the media

of the Iraqi Communist Party abroad was active in these two capitals.

The researcher has passed through serious difficulties during the period
he was preparing his research because there was no suitable archive of
the Iragi Communist Party and the difficulty of contacting the journalists
who have lived there during that period due to living in different places
that are far from each other and the change of convictions and attitudes
of many of them who have adopted new political, ideological and party
affiliations as they have by now, moreover, a large number of them got
older and suffering from weak memories, in addition to the lack of

previous studies, or sources related to the subject.

The study has depended on the (descriptive survey method) for the
closeness it has in relation to the research subject matter (the Media of
the Iragi Communist Party during the period of armed struggle for the

period 1979 1989) based on three forms.

Chapter two: is the theoretical framework of the study which includes:

First: concerning the concept of the media, where the Researcher has
defined media from a linguistic point of view as the effort to report
something or to communicate something and from an idiomatic point of
view as telling something about events and dissemination or
broadcasting of information and knowledge, and a as form of
communication to get through some message. It also means providing
information in the sense of sending a message in the form of news,
information, ideas or views that are meant to move in one direction

193



from a sender to a receiver, or it is an objective expression of the
mentality, spirit and tendencies of the masses at the same time,
according to the German Ottogerot.

Second: The functions of media. They are many, including the news
function, and the function of shaping attitudes and tendencies, the
function of increasing culture and information and developing human
relations and greater social cohesion, the function of entertainment and

leisure, and finally the function of advertising.

Third: the concept of resistance media. This concept that falls within the
limits of direction and shaping attitudes and trends function as well as
within the function of (News) and the function of (propaganda). The
resistance media means sending a message to create a specific position
and a specific and intentional bearing to explain the nature of the
conflict, and providing a true picture about events and facts of the
struggle and the different parties involved in it. It also explains the
position of the resistance in relation to this struggle to raise the morale
of the fighters, enhance their self-confidence and mobilizing their
supporters. The Resistance media also mobilizes public opinion in
support of the people against an occupying force. The researcher
believes, too, that the Iragi Communist Party has reasonably succeeded
in providing an acceptable resistant media, considering the subjective

and objective conditions the party lived through during that period.

Fourth: the media of the Iragi Communist Party between two epochs. In
this section the researcher has pointed out to the background of the
media, when the Baathists returned back to power in July 1968 and
made an alliance with the Communists, which was culminated by the
formation of what was called the National Front that made the press of
the Iragi Communist Party to be published publicly, such as the Journal
of Al-Thagafa Al- Jadida (the new culture), the New Thought newspaper
(Pery Noy), and Tariq Al-Shaab newspaper. The researcher also tackled
the issue of harassment and terrorism, which happened years later,
against the Iraqi Communist Party organizations, press and media that
ended up in the closure of all these means when the National Front
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finally collapsed, encouraging the transfer of the Iragi Communist Party
to be in the opposition.

Fifth: the media of the Iragi Communist Party at the time of the armed
struggle. In this section the researcher speaks in detail about the central
media represented by the Radio of the Party, the central press of the
party, the partisan media represented in notebook magazines, the
newspapers of Al- Naseer ( the partisan), Nahj AL-Ansar ( The path of
partisans), Tarig Al-Nasr( the road to victory) and others. The researcher
also speaks about the Kurdish media, and the media of sectors

(Bahdinan, Erbil, Sulaymaniyah and Kirkuk).

Chapter three: this chapter addresses the procedural steps taken in this
study based on three forms, the first form was to analyze the patterns
according to which the partisans fighters were following up the media of
the Iragi Communist Party, the second form was to determine the goals
set by the Iragi Communist Party concerning its media, the third form
was for the analysis of the sample topics taken from Al-Thagafa Al-
Jadidah magazine and Risalat Al-Iraq (message of Iraqg), which covered
political and economical issues, as well as issues of mobilization and
cultural issues .. Etc., this section deals as well with the difficulties faced
by the researcher, during the preparation of the study, the tools he
adopted, the phases the study went through, and the changes it has
undergone in relation to deletion, addition and the indicators of validity
and reliability. The researcher also defines the scientific method used in
this search, as the determined period of time it needed to be completed,
the period of time the study is addressing, which covers the eighties of

the last century.

Chapter four: is a separate applicational chapter to analyses research
sample (the media of the Iragi Communist Party during the period of
armed struggle between 1979 and 1989) and to comment on it.

Chapter five: includes (results, conclusions, and proposals) the most
significant results were:
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First: The most important results of the analyzing the shape of media
include:

1- That all the partisans follow the media of the party, but they
differ in the way they follow up that media, some follow it all the
time while some others follow it sometimes.

2 - The results have shown that all partisans follow both types of audio-
readable media (press, radio).

3 - The results have shown that the majority of partisans believe that the
media is complementary to the military work.

4 - The results have shown that the overwhelming percentage of those
who took part in the questionnaire prefer both types of materials, i.e.,
political and cultural materials.

5 - The results have shown that the overwhelming majority of voters
prefer both types of media, the central media and the media of sectors.

6 - The overwhelming majority of voters believe that the shapes the
media has appeared in were suitable, but they differ in the point that
some of them believe they were completely well-suited and others see

them suitable only sometimes.

Second: The most important results of content analysis:

1 - the results have shown that the content of the presented media was
uneven in relation to its impact on partisans, the masses of Kurdish
villages, and to a lesser degree on the masses of the Kurdish and Arabic

cities and abroad.

2 - The results have shown that the content of the materials published in
AL-Thagafa Al-Jadidah and Risalat Al-Irag magazines was much different
between these two magazines, though both were issued by the same
single source, which is the Iragi Communist Party. AL-Thaqgafa Al-Jadidah
focused on theoretical and intellectual topics, while Risalat Al-lraq
focused on news and pictures, following up the regime's crimes and

mobilization and publishing logistic articles that have quick effect.
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The most important conclusions:

1 - Through analysis it was obvious that all partisans were following the
different types of media belonging to their party, in different ways, some
regularly and others occasionally.

2 - The analysis also showed that the impact of media seemed clear and
tangible on partisans albeit to varying degrees, though it was less on the
masses of Kurdish villages and keeps decreasing as we move gradually

away from the location of partisans.

Proposals:
The most important proposals:

1 - To study the media experience of the Iragi Communist represented
by the Party Radio station in all its aspects, technical, technological, the
guality of programs and work requirements and difficulties.

2 - To study the media experience of (notebook magazines) that has
spread in all partisan sites.

3 —To make a special study on the Kurdish audio-readable media.
4 —To make a special study on audio-readable frontal media.

5 - To study the direct media practiced by the communist partisans that
was represented by lectures, seminars, celebrations, theatrical works,
art exhibitions and other activities.
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